“SET ME AS A SEAL UPON YOUR HEART.”
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[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_TkKZZyzUvio/SObYjJ4PPkI/AAAAAAAABWY/0No--iDJ65U/s400/Revelations+seals.jpg] Thousands of ancient seals have been found throughout Israel and the Near East. They are usually carved out of limestone or semi-precious stone, but some are made of bone, glass, bronze or silver. Many seals were set in signet rings. Usually inscribed with the owner’s name, seals were used in the ancient world to identify, authenticate and protect the contents of documents and vessels.
The small number of female names on these seals indicates that very few women owned seals, and those women were probably royalty or of a high social status. In the photo, the Jezebel seal appears prominently at the center of this collection of seals from the Israel Museum.
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Thought to be the signet of JEZEBEL
Belonging to a queen? Elaborately decorated with symbols and letters, this stone seal undoubtedly belonged to a member of the upper class. The seal was part of a private collection that was donated to the Israel Department of Antiquities in the early 1960s. Its unusually large size (it is 1.25 inches long), and common Egypto-Phoenician symbols of royalty and divinity strongly suggest that it belonged to a king or queen.
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Because most seals were pressed into wet pottery or into small blobs of clay used to secure scrolls— serving much like a signature— symbols and letters were often carved in reverse. When stamped into the clay, the seal images and inscription would appear correctly. This photo of the Jezebel seal and its impression, or bulla, shows the seal in reverse and in proper stance.
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