GNOSTICISM
[bookmark: _GoBack]The audience was a confused church in Asia. John wrote a letter to help clear up some major doctrinal heresy called "Gnosticism."
Gnosticism comes from the Greek word "gnosis", which means knowledge.
The Gnostics were a group of people who believed they possessed superior spiritual knowledge. They believed that all flesh is evil and that only spirit is good. Because they believed that, they didn't believe that Jesus really came in the flesh - they believed He was an illusion. They also believed that because sin had to do with our flesh, there really wasn't sin - sin was also just an Illusion.
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“It's impossible to gain absolute
knowledge of God, 5o | tend towards
thinking there isn't one.”

“I don't believe in a god

and there's no way we
could ever know if there
was one, anyway.” Agnostic

“I don't think we can gain
knowledge of God, but | choose
to believe in one anyway.”

“I have faith in God.
| believe he watches over me.”

| don't believe in any gods.”

Atheist

“I'm pretty certain we can know
that there are no gods.”

1 really don't car

“I believe in God.
I know He exists and
that He loves me.”

Gnostic

“We can know a higher power.
Meditation can bring us into contact with it.”





